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April 28, 1999

Mr. L~n M. Cooper
Resident Vice President -State Relations
CSX Corporation
5540 Centerview Drive, Suite 425
Raleigh, NC 27606

Dear Lyman;

This is in response to your April 20, 19991.ettf! concerning The Truck Stop Road (SR-2399) crossing near

Kemy.

Please know that the Departlnent of Transporta.tion intends to follow through with our commitment to
provide on increased level of safety at tllis crossing. Tn d1e coming weeks, NCDOT forces will add high-
visibility dclinonto.s to the medit\n barrie~ at the crossing. I under~ta1id that DMV Enforcement officers
have bcen workiIlg with CSX Police to survey tile crossing for vioJators and enforce 1he truc~ bus and
~dous cargo ban. So far, we have received written dOC1Jmentation from CSXT and Amtrak
locomorive crc\vs of three sl\ch violations since the crossing ~ open to tl'a.ffic late Jast year. By copy of
this lctter, I am asking th.~t our DMV Enforcement officers increase 1heir patrols of this crossing and
continue to fully cooperate with CSX Police on surveillance and enforcement activities at this location.

~garding yOU! request thttt NCDOT rcconsidec inst~ing a sheet' bar regtricting truck traffic, we must
CMcfulIy cvaluQ.tc such devices and rrulke sure that .they do Dot pre~ent an additional hazard to motorists.
tloain crews and rail passengers. M you may know, trucks accessing tile nearby sewer treatment plant are
allowed use of Truck Stop Road up to their driveway immediately east of the crossing, just as long as
they do Dot cross the railroad. This use is to enable CSXT to close tile unprotected private crossing access
to the sewer treatment plant just north of'tlle Truck Stop Road crossing. th\lS providing safer access. In
order to allow this access, such a sheer bar would have to be placed immediately east of the CSXT tra.(;ks.
Ifa westbound truck actually hit this bar, it co\.lld break a~vay and fall onto the; tracks in front oft:ra~,

possibly causing a del"Q.i1ment.

Safe movement of people and goods is me top priority of the Department of Transportation. We will
continue to evaluate this location. for possible improvements as necessary, and would welcome any
additional sugg~stions fot partnerships between our respective entities to improve safi::ty at this and other
highway/rail at.grade crossings across the mate. Please contact nJe ifl can be offuTther assistance.

Si1\cCf~ly,
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